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of these territories within the Soviet Union, and it was not
until 1941 that they became constituent republics of the
U.S.S.R.
The Estonians, Letts, and Lithuanians are distinct in
appearance from each other, while their languages also are
different. They are not Slavonic peoples.
The population of the Caucasus has a very varied national
composition, the peoples of the republics of Georgia, Azer-
baijan, and Armenia forming the largest national groups.
In 1939 Georgia and Azerbaijan each contained over 3 million
inhabitants, while the population of Armenia was i J millions.
Within the two former republics, however, there are a
number of Autonomous Republics and Autonomous Provinces,
forming the territories of some forty different nationalities.
The Azerbaijan S.S.R. includes the Nakhichevan A.S.S.R.
and the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Province. The
Georgian S.S.R. includes the Abkhazian A.S.S.R., Adjarian
A.S.S.R., and S. Ossetian Autonomous Province.
Finally, Soviet Central Asia, the seat of many ancient
states, contains five large national groups, each with its own
territory in the form of a Union Republic. The Uzbek and
Kazakh republics each contain more than 6 million in-
habitants. Only the R.S.F.S.R. and the Ukrainian S.S.R.
have larger populations. The Turkmen, Tadjik, and Kirghiz
republics are smaller, each with a population of more than
i \ millions.
The Uzbek S.S.R. includes the Karakalpak Autonomous
Republic. The Tadjik S.S.R. includes the mountainous
Autonomous Province of Gorno-Badakhshan.
It is important to understand how and why all these different
peoples are governed, otherwise the names on the map seem
strange and impossible to understand. Unless we realize
that the national minorities now have books and newspapers
in their own languages, conduct business and the government
of their regions in their own languages, have schools, libraries,
universities, and colleges, it will appear strange that among
these formerly cbackward peoples5 there are to-day important
new industries and agricultural regions.